Therapeutic embolization for vascular trauma of the head and neck.
Therapeutic embolization is an effective and relatively safe method for managing many cases of head and neck trauma. In the last 5 years, 78 traumatic vascular lesions--10 arterial transections and 68 arteriovenous fistula--were treated by intravascular embolization at four medical centers. Selection of embolic materials is discussed and different types of lesions are illustrated. Treatment was successful in every instance. Complications were limited to one case of cerebral infarction and two cases of temporary oculomotor weakness. The indications for embolization have widened beyond life-threatening hemorrhage alone, and continued improvement in techniques and embolic agents should see an increased use of this form of treatment.